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Remarks 

The Examiner is thanked for his time during a personal interview with 
Applicants' representative Jason Eisenberg on May 11, 2005. The Examiner is also 
thanked for indicating the above amendments would distinguish the pending claims over 
the applied patents. 

The drawings and specification are sought to be amended, as noted above. The 
Examiner agreed during the above-noted interview that these changes would not be 
considered new matter. 

Claims 1, 18, 19, and 20 are sought to be amended. Upon entry of the foregoing 
amendment, claims 1-11 and 18-26 are pending in the application, with 1, 18, and 20 
being the independent claims. No new matter has been entered based on these 
amendments. 

Based on the above amendments and following remarks, Applicants respectfully 
request that the Examiner reconsider all outstanding objections and rejections and that 
they be withdrawn. 

Drawing and Specification Amendments 

The specification and figures have been amended, as discussed and agreed to 
during the above-noted personal interview, to include a specific reference number, 
element 404, labeling the latitudinally extending grooves in Figures 4 and 6-8, and 
discussing the same in related text. A marked-up copy of the new Formal Drawings 
submitted to the Draftsman is attached hereto. 

Claim and Specification Objections 

The Examiner has objected to claims 18 and 19 and the specification as not using 
consistent terminology. While the Applicants disagree with these objections, Applicants 
have amended claim 18 in order to expedite prosecution. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the objections. 
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Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 103(a) 

Claims 1, 3-11, and 18-26 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,698,882 to Lang ("Lang"). Claim 2 was rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lang in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,772,484 to Miyano et al. ("Miyano")- Applicants respectively traverse these rejections. 

As discussed and demonstrated in the above-noted personal interview, the applied 
patents fail to teach or suggest the receipt of the second portion within a side opening of 
the first portion and the slidable coupling of the second portion along latitudinally 
extending grooves of the first portion. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that 
the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejections of claims 1,18, and 20. Also, at 
least based on their dependency to claims 1, 18, and 20, respectfully, claims 2-11, 19, 
and 21-26 should be found allowable over the applied patents. 

Conclusion 

If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that personal communication will 
expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the number provided. Prompt and favorable consideration of this 
Amendment and Reply is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 



397745.1 



Annotated Sheet 
Sheet 1 of 3 

Appl. No. 10/680,423; Filed: Oct 8, 2003 

Dkt No. 2136.0030001; Group Art Unit: 3677 

Inventors: Nishimura et al. 

Tel. No.: 202-371-2600 

For: Clip for Coupling Windshield Trim to a 




Annotated Sheet 
Sheet 2 of 3 

Appl. No. 10/680,423; Filed: Oct 8, 2003 
Dkt No. 2136.0030001; Group Art Unit: 3677 
Inventors: Nishimura et al. 
Tel. No.: 202-371-2600 

For: Clip for Coupling Windshield Trim to a Vehicle 

5/7 



FIG. 5 



103 



9" 



106 



500 



FIG. 6 



106 



Annotated Sheet 
Sheet 3 of 3 

Appl. No. 10/680,423; Filed: Oct 8, 2003 
Dkt No. 2136.0030001; Group Art Unit: 3677 
Inventors: Nishimura et al. 
Tel. No.: 202-371-2600 

For: Clip for Coupling Windshield Trim to a Vehicle 



6/7 



